Lymphatic opacification in the prosthetic hip.
A retrospective analysis of 52 patients with hip pain following total hip replacement was made. Each of them was evaluated by plain radiographs, technetium 99m pyrophosphate scans, arthrography with plain film subtraction technique, and culture of joint fluid. In 30 cases there was evidence of prosthetic loosening, and in 21 of these lymphatic opacification during arthrography was seen. In 15 cases with lymphatic opacification the diagnosis of prosthetic loosening was subsequently confirmed by prosthetic revision. In none of the 22 cases in which no evidence of prosthetic loosening was seen was there lymphatic opacification. It is concluded that lymphatic opacification during arthrography for pain following total hip prosthesis is a valuable ancillary sign of loosening.